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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

May 5, 1987 


It gives me g-*eat pleasure to greet everyone gathered 
for the Air America Club's 1987 reunion, and to dedicate 
a mcmpM. I for the pilots and associates of Air America who 
died in the line of duty in Asia during 1947-1975. 

Each of you has gone his separate way in the world, 
but — as this reunion shows once again — the unique 
service you shared in defense of freedom forged a bond 
of brotherhood that time and distance cannot break . 

Unsung and unrecognized, each ol you confronted danger 
and endured terrible hardsh ps, and each of you rose to 
the challenge; you never faltered. Although free people 
everywhere owe you more than we can hope to repay, our 
greatest debt is to your companions who gave their last 
full measure of devotion. Just as their names are inscribed 
on this memorial , so their memories are inscribed in our 
hearts. We will never forget them or their families, some of 
whom still seek answers. 

I send a special salute to all those members of Air America 
present, and reaffirm my Administration's pledge to obtain 
the fullest possible accounting on the fate of our missing 
in action. You have my best wishes. God bless you, and 
God bless America. 
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Central Intelligence Agency 

CREDO 


We are lire Central Intelligence Agency. 


w 


Government of the United States. 


We provide objective and unbiased evaluations and are always open to new 
perceptions and ready to challenge conventional wisdom. 

* 

We perform special intelligence tasks at the request of the President. 


w 
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integrity, morality and honor and according tc the sp rit and letter of our 
law and Constitution. 


w 
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enhancement of American values, security and national interest 


w 
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best and work to make them better. We subordinate our desire for public 
recoanition to the need for confidentiality. We strive for continuing 
professional improvement. We give unfailiig loyalty to each other and to 

our common purpose. 


w 


e seek through our leaders to *..*.»»**., « 

excellence end a propensity lor action; to protect and reward Agency 

personnel lor their special responsibilities. contrit.ut.ons end sacrifices, to 
promote a sense ol mutual trust and shared responsibly. 


w 


e get our inspiration - 

our foyer: “And Ye shall know the truth and 


from the inscription in 
l oth shall make you free.** 
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State of Texas 
Office or the Governor 

AUSTIN* TEXAS 78711 


WILLIAM P CLEMENTS. JR 
GOVERNOR 


May 1, 19B7 


Greetings : 

It is my pleasure to send greetings to the Air America Club's reunion on 
this special occasion. 

It is important to the health and welfare of our nation to 

those veterans and volunteers who answered the call of duty. A nati 

cannot ask more of any citizen than to risk his or her life for the 

country’s preservation, 

Tn Southeast Asia, 242 American civilians lost their lives between 1948 
/ 9 S fivine supply and other missions for the U.S. government. The 

v»leh th.y »ort«d th. best, yet 

they never gave up in the fight for freedom. 

_ ... fVonic- a nd Gratefulness that ! offer my best wishes to the 

It is with thanks and gr It is high time that these brave 

surviving members of the . better place than the McDermott 

individuals be honored, and there is no setter p 

Library’s aviation section. 


Sincerely, 



William P. 
Governor 



WPC/jr 






AIR AMERICA 



THE UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS AT DALLAS 


2 P.M. 

MAY 30, 1987 
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A STORY OF TIGERS Patc ... 

vjca^, CATS, AN!) EAGLES 

1 ’y Leon V. LaShomb 

Ci , ‘ | Air Transport (C.A.T.), privily Matted 

Willauer, operated refugee and resupply nidus • ,, , ,, ( L ' Chemiiult and Mr. Whiting 

China mainland from 1947 to 1950 C A T nssisi V i ' , , " u n ' Chmng Kai-Shek’s forces on the 

mainland to Taiwan. MSU d thc G ^^imo In evacuating his ,o„es from the 

C.A.T. moved its operations to Taiwan following the retre u of .lu A,,, , , , . , . , 

ment to that island fortress. Commercial air m,n.t r , 1 ' t American 'backed Free China govern- 
C.A.T., wh.ch began concencanng on ,rans,a„,ing paying ,l,„ Pa, E,™ 

Because the Korean War demanded a secure air transport lor our government's operations. Civil Air 

Transport was purchased by the C.I.A. After the Korea,, War era. Ai, America was cs, I u, carry „„ 

operations under U.S. government contracts in the Far East. 

Southern Air Transport (S,A,T a ) also operated from Japan under US, government contract, providing 

mostly administrative and R & R flights for military personnel in Korea, the Philippines, and several remote 

ti ic is an s. Air Asia Ltd was organized to service this fleet of aircraft and grew into the largest and best 

aircraft maintenance facility in the Far East. It provided contract maintenance service to military and civilian 
aircraft throughout the area. 

The Vietnam conflict drew Air America into Southeast Asia when, bases were established in major cities 
and remote areas of Thailand, Laos, and South Vietnam. A variety of U.S. government agencies were active in 
those countries and contracted wrh Air America for flight and 'elated support services. 

In the 1970s the Pacific Corporation (including Air America) operated one of the largest fleets of aircraft 
in the world. 

Some of the original employees of C.A.T. and Air America were, as General Chen na tilt, ex "Flying Tigers" 
and World War II veterans of the China campaign. As the organization grew in size and scope, crew and support 
personnel were recruited from all branches of the military services and from civilian sources. These individuals 
were the most highly skilled, adventurous, and patriotic aviation personnel who could be found 

Some were captured, some are still missing, and many of them died during those difficult operational years 
which ended with the final Air America helicopter evacuation flights from the roof of thc U.S. Embassy in 
Saigon on April 29, 1975. 

A secondary aspect of most U.S. government contracts undertaken by Air Amn n a, Air Asia and C.A T. 
w as the training of local national employees in the countries wdiere basc^ were established. Under the pre 
vailing hostile and wardike conditions, many of those local aviation employees dud alongside their mentors 

and cO'W'orkers. 

The TIGERS, CATS, and EAGLES who flew the aircraft, repaired those aircraft, and supported the missions 
have erected this Memorial to properly honor those w'ho are gone and whose stories may not have been told 
before now . The Mcl )ermott Library at 1 he 1 Jniversity of Texas at I ‘alias will be the Koine of this Memorial 
and the Archives of this unique group of participants in one of history’s least known and generally mis- 
understood aviation enterprises. 

The Air America/Civil Air Transport Collection will be housed alongside the Vice Admiral Charles E. 
Rosendahl Collection, the Jimmy Doolittle Collection, and the Womens Air Service Pilot (WASP) 
Memorial in the McDermott Library’s History of Aviation Collection. Holdings of this internationally recog 
nired library cover the entire spectrum of aviation and space development, and its several million archival 

items are accessible to the public. 
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BRIEPING POCUMENT: OPERATION MAJESTIC 12 


EISENHOWER 


18 NOVEMBER. 1952 
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WARNING! This is a TOP SECRET - EYES ONLY document containing 
compartmentalized information essential to the national security 
of the United States. EYES ONLY ACCESS to the material herein 
la strictly limited to those possessing Majestic-12 clearance 

4 - 

level. Reproduction in any t'orm or the taking of written or 
mechanically transcribed notes is strictly forbidden. 
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SUBJECT: OPERATION MAJESTIC-12 PRELIMINARY BRIEFING FOR 
PRESIDENT-ELECT EISENHOWER. 

DOCUMENT PREPARED 18 NOVEMBER, 1952. 

BRIEFING OFFICER: AIM. ROSCOE H. HILLENKOETTER (MJ-l) 


NOTE: This document has been prepared as a preliminary briefing 
only. It should be regarded as Introductory to a full operations 
briefing intended to follow. 


* * * « 


• * 


OPERATION MAJESTIC-12 iB a TOP SECRET Research and Development/ 
Intel ligenoe operation responsible directly and only to the 
President of the United States. Operations of the project are 
carried out under control of the Majestic-12 (iajlc-12) Group 
which was established by special classified executive order of 
President Truman on 24 September, 1947, upon recommendation by 
Dr. Vannevar Bush and Secretary James Forrestal. (See Attachment 
"A* 1 .) Members of the Majestic-12 Group were designated as follows 


Adra. Roscoe H. Hillenkoetter 

Dr. Vannevar Bush / . — . 

Secy. James V. Forrestal* s^heux.. 

Gen. Nathan F. Twining 
Gen. Hoyt S. Vandenberg . 

Dr. Detlev Bronk 
Dr* Jerome Hunsaker 
Mr. Sidney W. Souers 
Mr. Gordon Gray 
Dr, Donald Menzel 
Gen. Robert M. Montague 
Dr. Lloyd V. Berkner 


h oath of Secretary Forrestal on 22 May , 1949, 
a vacancy which remained unfilled until 01 August, 1950, upon 
which date Gen. Walter B. Smith was designated as permanent 

replacement • 
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On 24 June, 1°47, a civilinn pilot flying over the Cascade 
Mountains in the State of Washington observed nine flying 
disc-shaped aircraft traveling in formation at a high rate 
of sceed* Although this was not the first known sighting 
of such objects, it was the first to gain widespread attention 
in the public media. Hundreds of reports of .sightings of 
similar objects followed. Many of these came from highly 
credible military and civilian sources. These reports res- 
ulted in independent efforts by several different elements 
of the military to ascertain the nature and purpose of these 
objects in the interests of national defense. A number of 
witnesses were interviewed and there were several unsuccessful 
attempts to utilise aircraft in efforts to pursue reported 
disoa in flight. Public reaction bordered on near hysteria 
at times. 


In spite of these efforts, little of substance was learned 
about the objects until a local rancher reported that one 
had crashed in a remote region of New Mexico located approx 
imately seventy-five miles northwest of Roswell Army Air 
Base (now Walker Field). 

T* - ^ ft * 

w V 

i ' 4. * 


On 07 July, 1947, a secret operation was begun to assure 
recovery of the wreckage of this object for scientific study. 
During the course of this operation, aerial reconnaissance 


discovered that four small human-like beings had apparently 
ejected from the craft at some point before it exploded. 

These had fallen to earth about two miles east of the wreckage 
site. All four were dead and badly decomposed due to action 
by predators snd exposure to the elements during the approx- 
imately one week time period which had elapsed before their 
discovery. A special scientific team took charge of removing 
these bodies for study. (See Attachment "C".) The wreckage 
of the craft was also removed to several different locations. 
(See Attachment "B".) Civilian and military witnesses in 
the area were debriefed, and news reporters were given the 
effective cover story that the object had been a misguided 
weather research balloon. 
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A covert analytical effort organized by Gen. Twining and 
l)r. Bush acting on the direct orders of the President, res- 
ulted in a preliminary concensus (19 September, 194-7) that 
the disc was most likely a short range reconnaissance craft. 
This conclusion was based for the moat part on the craft's 
size and the apparent lack of any Identifiable provisioning. 
(See Attachment "D".) A similar analysis of the four dead 
occupants was arranged by Dr. Bronk. It was the tentative 
conclusion of this group (30 November, 1947) that although 
these creatures are human-like in appearance, the biological 
and evolutionary processes responsible for their development 
h*r. -mparently been quite different from those observed or 
nostulated in homo-sapiens. Dr* Bronk* s team has auggeste 
the term "Extra-terrestrial Biological Entities", or "EBEs , 
be adopted as the standard term o f -efererce for these 
creatures until such time as a more definitive lesi^na-ion 

can be agreed upon. 


Since it is virtually certain that these craft do not origin- 
ate in any country on cart' , considerable 0 P* c ^ a v *°*J , aa 
centered around what their point of origin might plth0U rrh 
•-hey get here. Mars was and remains a possibility, alth^g 

some scientists, roost notably Dr. Menzel, cona *der it inor 
Likely that we are dealing with beings from another solar 

system entirely# 


umeroua examples of what appear to be a fprn f “^inK 
ere found in the wreckage. Efforts to decipher thee. have 
proained largely unsuccessful. (See Attachment E • J 
JmllY unsuccessful have been efforts to determine the 
ethod of propulsion or the nature or method tranai J^ alon 
f the power source involved. Research a ong ?!l«ntif iab3 e 

X*n complicated by the hSd^o? 

iring, VrtCU ^ 0 tub ?^;_°u m °nI i ..p«i ) it™ is assumed that the 
ropulsion unit was completely destroyed by tne expxu 
iich caused the crash. 
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A need for as much additional information as possible about 
these craft, their performance characteristics and their 
purpose led to the ter taking known as IJ.S* Air Force Project 
S •' ^ ^ u December, 1947* In order to preserve security, liason 
between SIGN and Ma, estlc-12 was l imited to two individuals 
within the Intelligence Division of Air Materiel Command whose 
role was to pass along certain types of information through 
channels. SIGN evolved into Project GRUDGE in December, 1948. 
The operation is currently being conducted under the code name 
BLUE BOOK, with liason maintained through the Air Force officer 
who is head of the project. 


On 06 December, 195 ( , a second object, probably of similar 
origin, impacted the earth at high 3peed in the El Indio - • 

Guerrero area of the Texas - Mexican boder after following 
a long trajectory through the atmosphere. By the time a 
search team arrived, what remained of the object had been almost 
totally incinerated. Such material as could be recovered was 
transported to the A.E.C. facility at Sandia, New Mexico, for 
study. 


Implications for the National Security are of continuing im- 
portance in that the motives and ultimate intentions of these 
visitors remain completely unknown. In addition, a significant 
upsurge in the surveillance activity of these craft beginning 
in May and continuing through the autumn of this year has caused 
considerable concern that new developments .may be imminent. 

It is for these reasons, aa well as the obvious international 
and technological considerations and the ultimate need to 
avoid a public panic at all costB, that the Majestic-12 Group 
remains of the unanimous opinion that imposition of .the 
strictest security precautions should cominue without inter- 
ruption into the new administration. At the same time, con- 
tingency plan MJ— 1949— 04 P/78 (Top Secret — F^res Only) should 

be held in continued readiness should the need to make a 
public announcement present itself. (See Attachment "0".) 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WAS HINGTON 


September 24, 194-7 • 


MEMORANDUM FOR THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

Dear Secretary Forrestali 

As per our recent conversation on this matter, 
you are hereby authorized to proceed with all due 
speed and caution upon your undertaking. Hereafter 
this matter shall be referred to only as Operation 

Majestic Twelve. 


■ '• 4 : . - 



% * 


It continues to be my feeling that any future 
considerations relative to the ultimate disposition 
of this matter should rest solely with the Office 

of the President following appropriate discussions 
with yourself; Dr. Bush and the Director of Central 

Intelligence . 
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ENUMERATION OF ATTACHMENTS: 



/ 
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•ATTACHMENT "A" Special Classified Executive 

Order #092447* (TS/EO) 

f 

•ATTACHMENT "B" ....... .Operation Maje9tic~12 Status 

Report #1, Part A. ^O NOV '47* 

(TS-MAJIC/EO) 

t 

•ATTACHMENT "C" Operation” Majeatic-12 Sta tus 

Report #l t Part B. 30 NOV ’47* 

(TS-MAJIC/EO) 

•ATTACHMENT "D" Operation Majeatic-12 Preliminary 

Analytical Report. 19 SEP ’47. 
(TS-MAJIC/EO) 

♦ATTACHMENT "E" Operation MaJeatic-12 Blue Team 

Report #5. 30 JUN *32. 

- (TS-MAJIC/EO) 

•ATTACHMENT "F" Operation Majeatlc-12 Status 

Report #2. 31 JAN *48. 

(TS-MAJIC/EO ) 

•ATTACHMENT "G" Operation Majeatic-12 ContinRency 

Plan MJ-1949-04P/78: 31 JAN 49. 

(TS-MAJIC/EO) 

•ATTAC^IMENT "H”... Operation Majeatic-12, Maps and 

Photo graph a Polio (Extractions). 

" (TS-MAJIC/EO) 
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